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TEACHING AND EXAMINING. 


When teaching is done by one body and examin- 
ing by another it is not easy so to adjust the arrange- 
ments of each that the results may most nearly 
approach perfection. 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is an 
examining body and it offers its diploma to those 
candidates, from four different teaching institutions, 
who successfully pass certain examinations. The 
subjects of examination have been arranged with the 
schools so that the teaching might cover just those 
upon which knowledge is required by the examiners. 
The times of examination have also been arranged 
to suit the convenience of the schools—following as 
they do immediately upon the completion of the 
course of teaching deemed necessary. It seems 
obvious that a certain definite course of lectures and 
demonstrations are necessary to fit students for pass- 
ing an examination, and that in fairness to the 
student his knowledge should be tested when he is 
most ready to face the test. The simplest method 
of meeting these requirements is for the teaching 
and examining bodies—(a) to agree upon the sub- 
jects a student should study—(b) to agree upon the 
order in which they should be pursued—(c) to fix 
examinations for each class, immediately upon the 
completion of the course. To carry out these 
arrangements it is also expedient that the College 
and the Schools should agree as to the length of 
time necessary for each course—the date at which 
each session commences and finishes—so that the 
date of examination may be fixed to suit the con- 

Yenience of all parties concerned. 
Years ago when only two sessions of study were 
tequired very little difficulty was experienced. 
€n it was arranged that the course of veterinary 
study should embrace three sessions some complexity 
be Introduced, and the order in which the various 
- pos should be taught and examined on was fixed 
Php Again, when the recent extension of 

7 y was decided on, it was deemed essential to re- 

aden the order of examining, and a very con- 

erable amount of time and discussion was devoted 

¢ formation of a scheme which would do justice 
student, and ensure the admission of properly 
jects = mg to the profession. The choice of sub- 

"8 € order in which they should be taken 

anaae considered, and both teachers and 
should be Were urgent in pointing out that no class 
and that th on with too many subjects, 
that all study should be so arrang 
aught wth e place in which they could be 
the hi due relation to the main object— 


and a continuance of that which has obtained since 
1844. There was to be a period of study and then 
an examination on the subjects studied. The various 
classes A, B,C, and D, had mapped out for them 
distinct subjects, and the schools approved the 
arrangement. When a candidate had studied the 
subjects and passed the examination allotted to 
class A, he entered the next class, studied the appro- 
priate subjects, and when the time arrived presented 
himself for examination B. This was an orderly 
and convenient plan, and the student followed it 
throughout his career at College. If he were un- 
fortunate enough to be rejected at any examination 
he resumed the studies which his examiners found he 
was not proficient in, and again presented himself at 
the next examination. 

The order of subjects and examinations was fixed 
by bye-laws which required that every candidate 
should pursue his studies until he was able to pass 
his examination, and that he should then devote him- 
self to the next series of studies until his proficiency 
enabled him to pass the proper test. 

At the Special Meeting of Council held on January 
24th, Mr. Mulvey proposed that the Bye-law should 
read— That no student shall be eligible for the 
second examination until he has attended one session 
of not less than thirty weeks, after passing the first 
evamination.”’ 

To this Professor Walley moved an amendment to 
read as follows—‘‘ That no student shall be eligible 
for the second examination until he has attended two 
sessions of not less than thirty weeks.” The effect 
of this amendment would be to enable rejected 
students to take up Class B work before they had 
passed the A examination. It would deprive the 
Council of any control over the order in which sub- 
jects for examination are studied, and reduce the ex- 
amining body to the position of relying entirely upon 
the Principals of Schools for evidence that a candi- 
date had studied at all. If it be argued that the 
Council has no right to demand any order in the 
acquisition of knowledge by candidates for the 
diploma, this move of the schools has some argu- 
ment to support it, but then we might at once accept 
free trade in teaching, and permit any candidate to 
present himself for examination on his producing 
certificates of attendance from any teaching institu- 
tion. Chemistry, Botany, Physiology and Pathology 
are well taught at various Medical and Science schools, 
and class certificates from the teachers would guaran- 
tee as good men as the certificates of veterinary 


ed|teachers. If the written examinations in London 


and Edinburgh were held at different dates Pro- 
fessor Walley’s amendment would enable a man who 
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had been long enough time at college to pass his 
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the B—a proceeding certainly opposed to the spirit 
of all the intentions of the Body Corporate. 

It may be possible by assiduous cramming for a 
student to study the subjects in two classes at one 
time and then to squeeze through an examination, 
but this is not the way to ensure men being properly 
taught. If we want good men in the profession they 
should be compelled to know each subject properly 
and to pass in one set before being allowed to go on 
to others. 

The argument that occasionally a really good 
student is rejected by the examiners, and thus made 
to resume studies he is already master of, is an ex- 
tremely week one. We do not legislate for the 
benefit of the rare exceptions but for the average, and 
even if such ‘‘occasional”’ hardships occur the proper 
way to meet them is not by upsetting the whole 
order of our examinations but by some special pro- 
visions for such cases. Fortunately the proposed 
new rule has not become law through failure to 
achieve confirmation, and we have three months 
grace to consider the subject seriously. 


CASES AND ARTICLES 
TUBERCULOSIS—ITS PREVENTION. 


‘At present the bacillus tuberculosis in the world 
of germs occupies an enviable position. The germs 
of foot and mouth disease, glanders, pleuro-pneu- 
monia, anthrax and other diseases of that class, are 
outlawed by Act of Parliament, but neither by Act 
of Parliament nor by private endeavour are any 
measures being put into operation against the germ 
of tuberculosis. Indeed, it is no exaggeration to say 
that the geim is being cultivated in the bodies of our 
cattle as if its propagation were a matter deserving 
of encouragement’’—So says the editor of The 
Journal of Comparative Pathology in his last issue, 
and there is no higher authority on this question than 
Professor McFadyean. The statement demands 
attention, and indicates a great responsibility resting 
on the veterinary profession. The stock-owners of 
the country look to us for guidance and instruction 
as to the cause, prevention, and cure of diseases 
amongst animals. We may claim a good record for 
work done in this direction during the last twenty 
years, but there is much yet to do and our efforts 
must be unceasing. 

The post-mortem examinations made under the 
Pleuro-pneumonia Act revealed a startling prevalence 
of tuberculosis. Over 22 per cent of the cows and 
nearly 15 per cent of the other cattle were affected. 
There is every reason to believe that the tubercle 
bacillus of animals may be transmitted to man and 
set up human tuberculosis. Dr. Chiene in his 
inaugural address at the opening of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College stated that “in 1889, in Great 
Britain alone 73,957 persons fell before the onslaught 
of the tubercle bacillus ” and he quoted other authori- 
ties showing that of 1000 cases in the surgical out- 
patient room of the Children’s Hospital no less than 
78 per cent suffered from tuberculosis; and from a 

_ lecture by Dr. Philip in 1890 that “of all who die 


between the ages of 15 and 45 one-third die of 
consumption.” 

Nothing more need be said to show the absolute 
necessity for adopting some well directed measures 
for opposing the propagation of the tubercle bacillus 
whether it exist in man or animals. If there were 
no reason to believe in the possibility of transmission 
from animals to man, the facts in favour of eradicat- 
ing the disease from our herds would be overwhelm- 
ing. Professor McFadyean arrives at the conclusion 
that the stockowners themselves must act, under the 
advice and direction of the veterinary surgeon, adopt- 
ing slaughter and isolation after confirming diagnosis 
by the aid of tuberculin. This is doubtless sound 
advice, and those owners of stock who have the 
knowledge and the means will find their economy in 
adopting it. Unfortunately the most profitable way 
of getting rid of the disease will be to use tuberculin 
and then sell the infected animals to anyone who will 
buy—the worst cases to the butcher for human con- 
sumption and the less evident ones to other stock- 
owners, who will thus spread infection. There is 
no law to prevent this, and the Professor states his 
opinion that ‘‘it is quite obvious that for years to 
come the Board of Agriculture, whose hands will be 
fully occupied with swine-fever, will not institute any 
measures of suppression against tuberculosis.” Judg- 
ing from the extreme caution which has marked the 
doings of the Board perhaps this prophecy of 
negligence may be fulfilled, but we rather incline to 
think that the force of public opiniou will in the near 
future overcome their masterly inactivity. Medical 
officers of health, veterinarians, stock-owners and 
sanitarians are all now focussing their views upon 
this subject, and practically all are agreed that some 
action should be taken. 

The objection to move in the matter is due only to 
the difficulties which are supposed to surround the 
subject. A few years back one very favourite arg 
ment against putting tubgrculosis into the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act was the impossibility of 
diagnosis. This difficulty was then, a real one only 
if a thorough attempt to stamp out the disease had 
been contemplated. It applied to some oam-* 
those least dangerous—and it overlooked the wors 
cases which gave definite clinical signs. The des- 
truction of the unmistakable cases would be doing 4 
deal in the right direction, and to neglect attention 
to these because less marked cases might ena 
always illogical. The “ difficulty of diagnosis ‘ 
now an obsolete excuse, and any veterinarian | y wl 
aid of tuberculin may give as safe an opinion 
tuberculosis as on any other disease——certainly om 
safer than could be formed on many cases of ple 
pheumonia. 

It is far from necessary to show that every that 
tuberculosis in cattle should be killed, to prov’ 
the disease should be included in the . 
Diseases (Animals) Act. Farcy, glanders, 
and sheep-scab are legislated for. er ea 
that cases of these diseases are notified by t coy 
and are then subject to regulations whic rade pt 
degree from treatment to slaughter, and tuberculosis 
visions for isolation, disinfection etc. be at once 
were included in the Act it need not 
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attacked with the whole battery at the disposal of 
science and the State. It would be a useful step if 
only provision were made.for notification of all cases ; 
it would be an important advance if isolation of all 
diseased or suspected animals was required. Even 
these measures would soon cause a decrease in the 
disease; they would annoy no one, they would afford 
most valuable statistical information, they would, for 
a time, evade the subject of compensation, and they 
would spread abroad amongst stock-owners a proper 
appreciation of the danger of the disease. 

Perhaps, when the Commission issues its report 
on “ Animal Tuberculosis ’’ we may find a strong 
recommendation in favour of legislation. Perhaps 
we may have to wonder why the report has been so 
long delayed and what practical bearing it has upon 
the subject. Everyone is sick of the prolonged ex- 
hibition of ‘‘ how not to do it.” 

W. H. 


CONTRACTED TENDONS. 


[flask permission to point out to you that you 
must have misread the contribution I penned on 
the above subject I have no doubt you may feel in- 
clined to say with Moore— 


“You write with ease to show your breeding 
But easy writing’s curst hard reading.” 


I notice in the reported proceedings of the Southern 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association (Nov. 7th), 
that in the discussion on Mechanical Lameness, you 
misquoted me completely, saying—‘ A little while 
ago Mr. John Roalfe Cox wrote that he believed in all 
cases of sprain of the subcarpal ligament, there was 
always a painful condition at first in the foot.” And 
following in your wake and under misconception the 
President onthe occasion also advanced an inaccuracy 
Mm saying—‘* Reference has been made to Mr. Cox’s 
Opinion that sprain of the subcarpal ligament is 
almost invariably the result of foot mischief. I must 
‘ay that I cannot agree with that.” 

In point of fact I wrote nothing of the kind in my 
contribution to The Veterinary Record of September 
oth, and which has been referred to. 

wrote on the cases described as contracted tendons, 
and I giving my experience as to the nature of the 
resulting deformity I wrote, “It is I believe in the 
itge Majority of instances not the result of strain or 

‘prain, but is a secondary affair, the outcome of 
Me-existing disease and pain and lameness in another 

ie altogether.” Further on I endeavoured to 

of sien i the condition and said, “In the instance 
. aa g to the deformity there are more or 

iq voce and immediate signs of the lesion, with 
of the time condition of the parts, and swelling 
cond? beyond the seat of injury, whilst in the 
the east jovolvement of the ligament and tendon 
y ing — indication is but slight.”” I referred 
“tentally to sub-carpal sprain as one of the 
in What T causes of the deformity. So you will see 
Neat of g Wrote, and in what was attributed to me, 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES, 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


On Friday, the 26th January, the annual meeting 
was held at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, presided over by 
the new president, Mr. A. W. Mason, F.R.C.V.S., of 
Leeds, and the following officers and members were pre- 
sent: Mr. John Scriven, Tadcaster, the treasurer; Mr. 
W. F. Greenhalgh, of Leeds, the hon. secretary ; Messrs. 
McCarmick, Wharam, and Somers, Leeds ; S. Chambers, 
Kirkheaton ; T. Pratt, Ripon ; H. Snarry and G. Hardie, 
York ; F. Thompson and J. Atcherley, Harrogate ; Briggs, 
Halifax; Jas. Cooke, Scarboro; P. Deighton, Riccal ; 
Clarkson, Garforth; J.S. Carter, Bradford ; and G. 
Carter, Keighley; Messrs. Todd and Lane were present 
as visitors. 

At the annual dinner subsequently a larger number of 
members attended. 

After the usual preliminaries, the Hon. Sec. (Mr. 
Greenhalgh) mentioned that at the last meeting there 
was a partial revision of the Society’s old rules, which 
it had been considered by lapse cf time had become 
obsolete and not up to the requirements of the present 
time. Suggestions were made at that meeting witha 
view to the revision of them, but is was perceived that it 
would be a work requiring some considerable time and 
research, and therefore a committee for that purpose was 
appointed (which had since been added to) and they had 
gone thoroughly into the necessary investigation, and 
had compiled and had printed what were virtually a new 
code, more adapted to the emergencies and status of the 
profession than were the old rules, which had been in 
existence since 1866. It would be part of the business 
of this meeting to confirm these rules en bloc or to make 
alterations in them, or to express disapproval of them 
altogether, which he did not suppose would be at all 
likely. 

> of apology were read from Professor Williams, 
Mr. Thos. Greaves, Mr. Wolstenholme, and from some 
members of the Society, expressing their inability to 
attend. 

Mr. Pratt, of Rawdon, was elected a member on the 
motion of Mr. Scriven, and Mr. Scort, of Knaresboro’ on 
the motion of Mr. Briggs, both seconded by the Hon. 
Secretary. 

A letter was read from Mr. P. Walker, of Halifax, 
tendering his resignation as a member of the Society. 
The Chairman expressed his deep regret, saying that it 
was a serious thing to have a gentleman who had been a 
member 15 years declining any longer to be one. 

The Hon. Sxc. proposed that Mr. Walker be written 
to, hoping and believing that when he found how much 
he was respected by his fellow members he would re- 
consider his decision and yield to a request that he should 
change his mind. 

It was resolved unanimously to address a letter to Mr. 
Walker respectfully but earnestly begging him to recon- 
sider his decision. 

The Cuarnman asked what gentleman they should 
depute to write to Mr. Walker. He thought as Mr. 
Greenhalgh, the hon. sec., knew what was the real gist of 
the whole transaction they might well confide to him 
the responsibility of at once addressing their old friend 
by letter. 

This was agreed to on the motion of Mr. Scriven. 


Revision or RULEs. 


The Cuarrman remarked that the revision of the 
rules was rather a strong order. With the permission of 


voter colour altogether. 
J. Roatre Cox. 


the meeting he recommended that they be read out 
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seriatim, so that anyone who chose could make such com- 
ment upon them as he thought proper. The committee 
who had been entrusted with the revision had taken 
cognisance of other veterinary societies’ rules which 
were up to date, and had culled from them what they 
thought would be improvements on their own old rules. 
This was done, and it appeared that the new matter in 
the rules was chiefly with reference to the lapse of time 
there should be before a member was struck off the roll 
for non-payment of his annual subscription. Three 
months’ notice of a resolution to be brought forward was 
indispensable under the old regime, but now 14 days’ 
notice will be sufficient, and on the motion of Mr. Carter 
such notice of motion is to appear in the agenda for the 
next ensuing meeting. The rules were formerly adupted 
as a whole by a unanimous vote. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. A. W. Mason, F.R.C.V.S., Leeds. 


Gentlemen, allow me to thank you most cordially for 
having elected me to fill the honourable position of 
President of this Society, and to ask for your indulgence 
should there be any shortcomings on my part, for I feel 
and know that there are among us those who are more 
worthy of this honour than I can pretend to be. 1 can 
honestly say, however, that | yield to no man in the 
hearty interest which | take in the profession to which 
we belong, and in this Society in particular. I feel all 
the more confidence in being your president inasmuch 
as I know that I can rely upon the co-operation of each 
individual member in the discharge of my duties and 
responsibilities. (Hear, hear.) Of the benefits and 
power for good of this and kindred associations there can 
be no possible doubt. Indeed I think their power for 
good cannot be adequately estimated. Our meetings 
cause us to have many pleasant hours together. e 
meet from time to time not only old friends, but we 
make new ones, when ensues an interchanging of ideas, 
or the dealing out of friendly blows to our mutual advan- 
tage, causing us to respect ourselves und each other more 
than heretofore. If the Associations maintain their 

ound their will come to be less bitterness in our 

ifferences, and by our interchanging of ideas and exper- 
ience we shall gradually raise ourselves individually and 
elevate the profession generally. (Hear, hear). 

During the past year the committee you appointed 
have met many times to go through, and to formulate 
the code of new rules and regulations which have been 
laid before you to approve to-day, a task which at first 
sight might appear easy and simple in itself, but 1 think 
you will agree that that could not be so when you re- 
member that the rules have been in existence since the 
year 1866, and have never been revised or amended to 
meet the requirements of a profession which has made 
such rapid strides since that date. The minutes of past 
meetings have had to be carefully looked over, extracts 
and resolutions selected from them, and I think you will 
agree with me that the committee have discharged the 
duty which was assigned to them to our entire satisfac- 
tion. (Cheers.) In the course of last year’s proceed- 
ings several gentlemen have merited and have received 
the thanks of the Society for reading papers on subjects 
of interest to us and bringing under our notice speci- 
mens and special cases, whereby important discussions 
have been evoked and valuable information been gathered 
of a practical and progressive character. [ hope, gen- 
tlemen, such new developments will continue to take 
place, and I assure you that I shall myself personal! 
endeavour to bring forward subjects which will be bot 
instructive and interesting—subjects which we shall be 
able to look back upon and to remember with profit. Let 
me that during my tenure of office yon will rally 
around me in goodly numbers, and make this a record 


year. (Hear, hear.) In passing I may call to your 
notice that this is the jubilee year of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and that its annual general 
meeting and that of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion are to be held in London at about the same dates, 
and no doubt the committee appointed to organise the 
meeting of the National will do their best to make the 
anniversary a red-letter day in the history of our pro- 
fession. (Hear, hear.) 


like to ask what is veterinary science doing now with 
respect to mallein, tuberculine, and tetanin. No doubtall 
of them had read Professor Arloing’s paper on the value 
of pneumo-bacillus which he had extracted from the 
exudate of contagious pleuro-pneumonia as a protective 
re-agent for this disease. Of the value of tuberculine 
and mallein there could no longer be any doubt when 
employed as re-agents. Tetanin, however, was still in 
the region of doubt as a remedy for or protection against 
tetanus in veterinary practice. As to the work of preven- 
tive medicine, it will be seen that pleuro- pnenmonia is al- 
most stamped out, and probably a few weeks will see the 
country free from this disease. The cases of swine-fever 
had pot nearly reached such high figures as in past years 
and there seems now to be an opportunity for effectually 
stamping it out. The requirements of the Swine Fever 
Regulations which came into force last November are 
carried out in accordance with their literal translation. 
Coming next to the subject of anthrax there 
is no denying that anthrax has shown some 
increase this season, but with the Notification 
Clause of the Anthrax Order put in force there 1s 
no reason to believe that any material increase of it 
exists, but we must note the folly and waste caused by 
the unwarrantable slaughter of animals which have 
been in contact with cattle suffering from that disease. 
Why should local authorities be advised thus to waste 
animal life and the ratepayers’ money? (Hear, hear.) 
The period of incubation is too short to render in-con- 
tact animals dangerous as carriers of the disease, and it 
is now well-known that the place, or in a few cases the 
food—not living animals —is the danger in anthrax out- 
breaks. It is sad to read of the unnecessary sacrifice 
when so much good work has been done to elucidate the 
cause and to ascertain the methods of the spread of this 
disease. (Hear, hear.) Agmitting that there has fag 
neglect with regard to glanders and tuberculosis, 1 
must be admitted that glanders maintains its position, 
but the veterinary profession are agreed that the — 
can be stamped out, and that the difficulties in doing 
may easily be overcome. The cost of the — 
the obstacle. Local authorities decline to grant © 


pensation and the Central Authorities refuses to put the 
The same conditioe 
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combination of the Farriers’ Company: 


He thought it possible some gentlemen there would — 
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the scheme would not have been abandoned, and we 
should simply have been left outside with no controlling 
yoice whatever. As it is we have a very powerful influ- 
ence over that is done, and the delegates from our Coun- 
cil are responsible for their action, and as the profession 
rules the Council its views will have weight and atten- 
tion at the Council and at the meetings of the Registra- 
I think that veterinary evidence is a subject which is 
assuming a rather prominent position, together with the 
prosecution of veterinary surgeons for cruelty. It isa 
subject on which I should like to have said a few words, 
but I will content myself with merely throwing out to 
you this hint upon the subject. 
I think another point of interest to us at the present 
time is the veterinary appointments. The Board of 
Agriculture as you know has experienced the retire- 
ment of Professor Brown, who is no longer the head of 
that department. I believe when this department was 
under the Privy Council there were three veterinarians. 
Now the Board of Agriculture have only two, and I think 
as far as possible their inspectors should be veterinary 
surgeons. We certainly desire to have a proper recog- 
vition of our position. The Local Authorities if they 
were better advised would, I think, see the advantage to 
be derived from the employment of qualified veterin- 
ariaus for their purpose. Having regard to the number of 
diseases transferable from animals to mankind, and 
then looking at the unscientific people we have now as 
inspectors of meat and milk, I think if veterinary sur- 
geons would but take an interest in local matters they 
would soon find the authorities acknowledging their claims 
and making more use of their specially trained services 
than they do at present. (Hear hear.) I may inform 
you of something which passed yesterday at the Council 
Board of the Royal College and it was this, that it was 
thought it would be best to appoint a deputation to 
walt upon the Minister of Agriculture with reference to 
this matter, but afterwards ic was thought it would be 
better to send a memorial pointing out the grievance 
which we veterinarians feel we have because of the 
ppolntinent of so many unqualified men as inspectors. 
As to the manner in which Mr, Garduer will receive our 
memorial we can only wait and see. Another question, 
and I think it is of some interest at the present time, is 
the way in which some gentlemen will perversely conduct 
— practice in a most unprofessional manner. (Hear, 
ha No doubt you will have read in The Veterinary 
cord that the South Durham and North York- 
ee. have at their meetings been bringing their 
a to bear upon this point. A gentleman, it is 
* —no doubt he who brought the subject to the 
at one of their meetings would not have said it if it 

- mr been true—but he is reported to have said that 
a range ai surgeon was in the habit of blowing a horn 
ae Tove through the country villages in order 
dieu himself known. (Laughter). Now this is 
aie = enough and almost as bad as cutting down 
solar ¢ ower figures than had before been usual in 
it kg 4 contract, but still worse in my opinion is 
-_ stallin a market place for the purpose of 

wt think ts and selling medicines. (Laughter.) Ido 
authorit = could have better cases for those in 
The such as these. (Hear, hear.) 
of the Coun efore the Registration Committee 


cies as these are provided for. This was fully discussed 
there, because several such cases had been brought before 
the Registration Committee to see what action should be 
taken. I think, however, the Act clearly lays down that 
there is no necessity to appoint a committee to formulate 
e code of ethics, because Clause VI. gives you the widest 
and most sweeping margin in dealing with such cases. 
(The Chairman here read the clause.) [think the words 
I have read cover the whole thing, and give you plenty 
of margin for instituting proceedings in such cases. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Gentlemen, I feel that I must apologise to you for 
these disjointed remarks, and will bring my address to a 
close by thanking you for the patience with which you 
have listened to me, and by wishing that our Society 
may have an extremely succcssful year, and every mem- 
ber of it a very prosperous new year with good health to 
enjoy it. (Loud applause.) A vote of thanks was accor- 
ded to the Chairman for his address on the motion of 
Mr. Briggs, seconded by Mr. Atcherley. 

Mr. Brieas, before the business terminated, made 
humorous allusion to a hoax which had been attempted 
upon him by a “swell” who had professed to promise 
him for £75 a year to doctor 60 horses. The attempt 
did not succeed, nor would it have done if the fellow 
had asked for a loan of money, for if he had he (Mr. 
Briggs) would immediately have detected the young man 
to be an impostor. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


Inu the evening the members and visitors dined to- 
gether at the hotel, Mr. H. Snarry, of York, being the 
chairman by virtue of his having been president of the 
Society last year, and the uew president, Mr. A. W. Mason, 
occupied the vice-chair. 

During the evening a spirited recitation called “ The 
Charge of Kassassin ” was given (not for the first time 
on these occasions) with dramatic power by Mr. Briggs, 
and songs were forthcoming from several of those who 
were present. 

After the toast of “ The Queen ” etc., had been drank, 
Mr. Philip Deighton, of Riccal, responded for “The 
Army, Navy, and Volunteers.” 

Mr. Cooke proposed “ The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.” He said he had no doubt that Mr. Mason 
who was to respond, being a member of the Council of 
the Royal College, and also their county representative, 
would enlighten them still further than he had done 
earlier in the day as to all particulars at headquarters ; 
but he thought they would agree with him that the 
Council at the present time were advancing matters in a 
more improving way than the Council of the past had 
done. There was one thing he should like the Council 
still to do and that was to get some restrictions put on 
the way in which the Registered Shoesmiths were tress- 
passing beyond their rights, and putting themselves for- 
ward as the foot specialists of modern times. (Hear, 
hear.) He thought they often went too far in acting 
precisely as some professional practitioners did in certain 
districts. He did not think this applied so much to 
those in cities and large towns as to those in isolated 
districts. Another thing he should like the Council to 
take in hand was affording protection to their Colonial 
brethren. (Hear, hear.) He thought there was not 
now much incentive for a man to leave his country and 


cil, and one gentleman proposed that a small | go abroad where he was opposed by men whose principal 


t 
aud joer Tag formed to formulate a code of ethics ; 


qualifications were impudence and ignorance. (Hear, 


gentleman insisted that it would be hear.) Another thing he should like to see the Council 


and ther - M nd out the identity of these transgressors | take up was the new-fangled method of dealing in methyl- 
in on —— that those names should no longer | ated spirits. Speaking for himself he found it rather 
list but should be erased, and for that be- | hard, because methylated spirits as compounded formerly 


most certainly have held up my hand | was a drug he used to prescribe freely, and he should 


the Act 


hear)—but if i 
‘ you will turn to your Charter and | be glad if the Council would take the matter up and try 
of Parliament you will find that such delinquen- | to get the concession that it might be used as formerly. 
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He had himself ap lied to Somerset House for such a 
grant, but he could not get it, and there must be some 
reason for the refusal which the Council in London 
might do well to inquire into. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Mason was received with cheers on rising to re- 
spond. He said he had had the honour to be elected a 
member of the Council and more particularly so, he 
believed, to represent this Society in that capacity, and 
he supposed there was no harm in acknowledging that 
he had felt some doubts about undertaking thuse respon- 
sibilities, being conscious of his own weaknesses in 
endeavouring personally to look after the interests of the 
profession ; and anything associated particularly with 
the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society, it had always 
been his humble but anxious effort to bring forward and 
to get approved by those at their head. Their profession 
had never, he thought, been in so good a position before 
as it had been now for some ygars past. He thought 
they were gradually creeping their way into public 
favour. Their services were vow acknowledged by per- 
sons in authority in the agricultural department of the 
Government, and also he might point out that the 
County Councils were appreciating the technical know- 
ledge they possessed, and asking for their advice as to 
the stamping out ofdisease. He mentioned this in con- 
nection with their toast because it was the aim of their 
Council to do what they couldin the future, to press upon 
the government which might happen to be in office at 
the time the benefits which the public would reap froma 
more extensive and censtant use of their professional 
knowledge in the extirpation of disease. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Cooke had referred to their Colonial brethren. He 
(Mr. Mason) did not know whether it had appeared in 
their publications up to now, but there was a committee 
sitting to formulate a scheme whereby their Colonial 
brethren or others abroad might be protected so as to 
get from the authorities there the same protection for 
veterinary surgeons as those could avail themselves of 
who remained in the mother country. (Applause.) Foot 
disease had been incidentally mentioned also by Mr. 
Cooke. He(Mr. Mason) somewhat disagreed with him 
as to the term “ foot specialists,” because most of them 
had to seek the assistance of a smith when they had a 

horse’s foot to dress. But Mr. Cooke alluded to the 
R.S.S. who had taken certificates, so that the Farriers’ 
Company were giving these men a sort of patent that 
they might pass as foot specialists. He thought they 
would never supersede veterinary surgeons as foot 
specialists. See how much the V.S. had to teach them ; 
how few smiths could dress a foot without the surgeon 
standing over them and telling them where to cut and 
where to stop. Some men might cut a foot nicely, but 
he doubted whether any of them would ever become 
specialist, and he would urge upon his professional 
brethren that they should industriously make it public 
that they were the only foot specialists. (Applause.) 
’ The veterinarian was their indispensable guiding star to 
tell what to do—what not to do. Now if to describe 
themselves they would use the word “ farrier” instead 
of dubbing themselves smiths he should be satisfied. 
Farriers he admitted they might be. He had a farriery 
on his own premises. Education was advancing, and 
after a time the term “farrier’’ would be adopted and 
acknowledged. They all knew what the term meant, and 
they must admit that in the olden days they did practice 
that farriery from which the veterinary profession had 
sprung. He thought the veterinary surgeon had only 
to assert his dignity, and when anyone applied the term 
“ farrier’? to them let them reply “ We are not farriers 
but veterinary surgeons.” (Hear, hear.) Mr. Cooke 
had spoken somewhat feelingly he thought. Sometime 
ago they had a conversation together on this subject. A 
gentleman coming from what he might term the 
wilds of Yorkshire had told Mr. Cuoke that he had to 


compete with men who really in fact were farriers, and 
who were not educated and qualified and authorised 
he was. Now, often out of evil came good, and he (Mr, 
Mason) was sure it was only a question of veterinary 
surgeons asserting themselves and educating the British 
public up to the only and real meaning of the term 
“ farrier,” and in that way they would be sure to bring 
about the universal acceptance of the veterinary surgeon 
as the exclusively reliable and enlightened foot 
specialist. wean hear.) As to methylated spirits it 
appeared to be only in the North of England that it had 
been found hard to put up with the new regulations as 
to the pollution of a mineral spirit like that. Only one 
representation which was either from Durham or some. 
where else in the North had been sent to the Council in 
London, and as acommittee had been formed to confer 
with the authorities in the hope of getting relief, perhaps 
they might look in the future for the removal or mitiga- 
tion of this particular grievance. He said “ perhaps” 
because they knew what Somerset House was. He did 
not hold out any hope, but the Council were doing their 
very best in all respects on behalf of the profession at 
home and as well of their Colonial brethren. In the 
next place he would just say that of course the obtaining 
of a new Charter was a thing of the past. The agitation 
which had led to it was buried. The only alteration‘in 
their professional routine was now the alteration to the 
four years course of study. They had now both a written 
and an oral examination, and if you look through the 
list of rejected students (about half were rejected 
owing to imperfect written examinations). It was, he 

thought, one of the finest alterations in the examination 

scheme when the written examination was instituted. 

The Vice-Chairman concluded by thanking those present 

for coupling his name with the toast of “ The Royal Col- 

lege of Veterinary Surgeons.” (Applause.) 

Mr. Briaas proposed “ The Veterinary Schools.” He 
said he would remark in the first place that it struck him 
as being an anomaly that the profession was well provi- 
ded for in Great Britain with veterinary schools, but 
that Ireland was altogether left without. Another 
rather curious thing was that England had only one such 
school, whereas Scotland had three. After mentioning 
the debt of gratitude they owed to some of the heads of 
these schools for the text books they had supplied the 
profession with, he gave it as his opinion that a student 
entering the veterinary’profession without a previous 
pupilage was not a person who would do credit to the 
profession, because the old maxim experientia docet 8 
held good, and an aspirant for a diploma could have ne 
solid foundation to go upon if he had not had —_ “4 
the hard physical work to do at first. Now, as an al 
tration of this he would give an instance of what i. : 
at the London school, which was. his ow! alma cal 
when a youth who had not the least idea of the prac that 
work made a most ridiculous mistake. Since wa ie 
young man had shown himself one of the most d aon 
and undaunted of those who stood distinguished for 
of the Kaffir wars. When he was under om an he 
his diploma, he (Mr. Briggs) believed by Prot. "hi 
was asked to describe the operation known 4s with 
a horse, and he at once requested to be — bare 
ordinary rake. (Laughter.) With regard re onged t0 
schools I think sometimes those who have merely # 
them have an advantage over one who has been djplome 
London student. In London there was only hee sq roo 
granting body and that was the one in Red jates. Mr. 
and yet sometimes it was seen ol pret or - 
So-and-So, M.R.C.V.S., London and pa ‘pn could 
fortunately the man who had passed adil ualification, 
not pretend that he also had an age poe of the 
but it was an unquestionable fact aa themselves 
holders of Scottish diplomas ventured “onde. (Hear, 
out as having obtained their degree 1” 
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hear.) He had heen asked to couple with this toast the 
name of Mr. Clarkson. (Applause.) That gentleman 
had been hospital surgeon and anatomy demonstrator to 
their dear old friend and colleague, Professor Williams. 
Cheers.) It was now many years since they had missed 
ofessor William’s face at their convivial board, and he 
was sure that nothing but dire necessity had kept him 
away on this occasion. (Hear, hear.) Before sitting 
down he (Mr. Briggs) would remind them of what Mr. 
Cooke said on the subject of Registered Shoeing Smiths. 
Did Mr. Cooke think the time would ever come when 
those people would try to have the veterinary surgeon 
prevented from being also a shoeing smith. Surely they 
had as much right to do all they could to advance them- 
selves as veterinary surgeons had to undertake the work 
of shoeing horses. Would it not be for the benefit of 
the veterinary profession that these men should undergo 
an examination and pass it before they were registered ? 
At present not one in twenty knew how to search a 
horse’s foot fora prick, and as Mr. Mason had said you 
had to stand over them or they would not understand 
what they were doing until they saw the twitter. He 
had great pleasure in asking them to toast “ The 
Veterinary Schools” and long might they flourish! 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Ctarxson thanked them for coupling his name 
with this toast, and he considered it a dignity to have to 
reply because the response hitherto had customarily 
been left in the hands of his old master, Professor 
Williams. (Hear, hear.) He thought he might almost 
call their dinner party that night a record gathering. 
Mr. Clarkson went on to criticise the modus operandi at 
certain examinations, and then expressed his concurrence 
in the views expressed by Mr. Briggs with respect to 
shoeing smiths, and in fact, he said, he rather agreed 
with Mr. Woods, of Wigan—the old gentleman—who 
had said that he was in favour of veterinary surgeons 
having nothing to do with the shoeing of horses. 

Mr.G. Carrer was received with cheers on getting 
up to propose “ The Other Veterinary Medical 
Societies.” He said it could not be controverted in any 
way that these Medical Societies were a great assistance, 
uot only in promoting a cordial feeling among those in 
the profession, but-also in aiding their younger brethren 
by occasionally affording the advantages of the knowledge 
aud experience of those who had been much longer in 
practice. Some deeply interesting subjects have been 
Introduced at this meeting, and with respect to one or 
two of them he should like to say a word or two. As to 
Registered Shoeing Smiths there could be no doubt but 
that they now arrogated to themselves a style and con- 
sequence which before they had got what they called 

rm qualification they had no idea of assuming. In 
(Mr. Carter’s) own neighbourhood a blacksmith had 
applied to him for a certificate with a view of his getting 
on the register. That man since then had actually set 

H sell Up as entitled to criticise the veterinary surgeon. 

: ei to himself «1 have got my certificate and I am 

a 48 capable of doing anything as another is.” Ina 

ae in — he (Mr. Carter) had to dock a horse at 

Ts éd _— from home he rendered an account for 

fest he owner of the horse, who was a lawyer, paid 

aldeeed et but at the same time he said there was a 

for s blackemith who would have docked the horse 

expressin ¢ (Mr. Carter) wrote back to the gentleman 

statemene that he should have made such a 

» more particularly as being a solicitor, for if 

the registered blacksmith for the pur- 

tor brealin stion he would have rendered himself liable 
re lit > law, and would have involved another 
solicit @hability for breaking the law, of which he 

or) was considered to be so brilliant an expon- 


hand saying “ Don’t say a word about it ; never mention 
it any more,” and he (Mr. Carter) laconically replied 
“I should think not.” (Laughter.) With respect to 
veterinary surgeons having stalls in the market place 
and selling medicines there, he thought that was going 
rather too far, but still in his opinion considerabiy more 
latitude should be allowed that would suit the ideas of 
the strict upholder of veterinary ethics. When a young 
man began practice his brass plate did him little or no 
good, It should be borne ir mind that these new-fan- 
gled competitors should only be treated fur what they 
were worth ; and in any reasonable way, although in 
some cases it might be an unprecedented way, the young 
member of the profession should be allowed to do every- 
thing he honourably could in order to get into practice. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. F. Somers, in an amusing speech, proposed “ The 
“ The Visitors ” coupling with it the names of Mr. Todd 
and Mr. Lane, and these gentlemen suitably replied. 

Mr. J. S. Carter, who boasted that he had been 
married more than forty years, next gave the toast of 
“ The Ladies,” to which Mr. Wharam responded. 

Mr. Mason introduced the last toast, which was that 
of “The Chairman,” who, he said, he might now term 
his old friend; aye, and his dear friend, representing a 
good old Yorkshire family in the veterinary profession. 
(Cheers.) He was alluding, as they were well aware, to 
Mr. Henry Snarry, of York. (Cheers.) He thought 
they would agree with him that when Mr. Snarry took 
over the reins of office as President, this old Yorkshire 
Association was not in the best of form, but while in 
office Mr. Snarry had done his level best to advance 
their interests and to improve their prospects. He, (Mr. 
Mason) as the new President, hoped they would rally 
round him and help him as they had done his prede- 
cessors. (Hear, hear.) There was need that this Society 
should be put upon its legs again, and that they should 
try to bring back the old familiar faces, of whom he 
could personally say that for some time past they had 
missed them from their meetings. They did even see 
some of the past presidents occasionally among them 
although surely they might look to their help and sup- 
port in making the Society a progressive one. (Hear 
hear.) There was only one gentleman who had filled 
the office of president who had continued to be a 
regular attendant, and no doubt the cap fitted him on 
this occasion. (Cheers.) Would that some of the others 
who had been similarly distinguished would help them 
to keep the ball rolling. He himself had never missed a 
meeting. He hoped it was no conceit of him to say this, 
but he claimed that he had his profession at heart, and 
the welfare of this Society more particularly, and he 
therefore the more regretted that there were names cn 
the Society’s register of gentlemen who did not support 
the Society as they ought to do, and of whom it might 
be said that it was disgraceful that they did not. (Hear, 
hear). 

The toast was drunk with musical honours. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 187th meeting was held in the Theatre of the 
College on Wednesday, January 3lst, at 6.30 p.m. 
Mr. Bowker in the chair, there were also present Prof. 
McFadyean, Prof. Hobday and 66 members and visitors. 
An essay was read by Mr. Dunstan on “The Food and 
Feeding of horses.” The essayist described the various 
foods and their relative feeding properties, he also dealt 


(Mr, Larghter aud Cheers.) A few days afterwards he 
) met the gentleman who shook him by the 


with the close relationship between food and disease. At 
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the close of the paper, which was a most interesting and 
instructive one, a. good discussion took place in which a 
eat many of those present took an active part. A very 
ct vote of thanks to the essayist and the chairman, 
brought the meeting to a close. 
R. Over, Assist, Sec. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the Provisional Committee of the above 
Association was held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, 
on Friday, February 2nd, 1894, at 6 30 p.m. 

There were present Mr. Hurndall (Chairman), Profs. 
McFadyean, Macqueen, and Penberthy, Major Glover, 
Major Kettle, Capt. Raymond, ‘Messrs. Butler, ,Bowers, 
Cox, Edgar, Hunting, Mahon, Mulvey, Singleton, 
Wilson, Wragg, Woodger. and the local secretary. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Prof. Pritchard, Messrs. Goodall, Malcolm, Merrick, 
Prudames, Roberts, and a telegram from Mr. Simpson 
of Maidenhead. 

After the minutes of the last meeting had been read 
and confirmed the following subjects were brought 
forward and discussed. 

Mr. Wilson proposed and Prof. Macqueen seconded 
“That the selection of the place of meeting of the 
Association be left to the sub-committee.” 

This was carried unanimously. 

A slight error of the date of meeting was corrected, 
June 7th and 8th being substituted for June 8th and 9th. 
The following communication from the Secretary of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was then read, and 
on the proposition of Prof. Peuberthy seconded by Mr. 
Bowers, agreed to, viz., “ At a council meeting held on 
the 24th inst. it was agreed that the annual dinner be a 
joint dinner of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and the National Veterinary Association, and that a 
committee be formed to act with the Provisional Com- 
mittee of the National Veterinary Association to carry 
out this matter: the Committee to consist of Mr. W. 

Hunting (President of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion), Vety. Capt. Raymond, and the President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

t was agreed on the proposition of Mr. Hunting and 
seconded by Prof. McFadyean, that the first evening of 
the National Association Annual Meeting be occupied by 


_ a smoking Concert. 


On the proposition of Mr. Mulvey seconded by Prof. 
Macqueen, it was decided that the subject of invitation 
of distinguished guests be left conjointly to the sub-com- 
mittee of the National Association and the Dinner 
Committee of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
A list of names was submitted for their approval. Re 
the order of the papers to be read before the Association 
Mr. Hunting proposed and Capt. Raymond seconded 
that “Animal Vaccines” be first taken. This was 
carried unanimously. 

Prof. McFadyean proposed and Mr. Edgar seconded 
that it be left to the sub-committee to send invitations 
to gentlemen to attend the respective discussions. This 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Wragg proposed and Capt. Raymond seconded 
that instrument makers and wholesale chemists be in. 
vited to exhibit at the general meeting. 

This was carried, aud it was also agreed on the pro- 

and seconded by Professor 

enberthy that the exhibition of all secret o i 
medicines 

A vote o anks to the chairman proposed by Mr. 
Wragg and seconded by Mr. Bowers brought ’ 
ceedings to a close. 

Frepx. Hospay, Hon. Local Sec. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Vet.-Lieut. E. Taylor embarked for a tour of 
service in India on 80th, ultimo. 

Vet.-Lieut. D. J. Barry, has been transferred from 
Woolwich to York for duty with 6th Dragoon Guards, 

Vet.-Lieut. C. B. Freeman has been transferred 
from Aldershot to Woolwich for duty. 


London Gazette, 
War Orrice, 
Jan. 26th, 1894. 


Artittery VoLunTEER Corps.—The North Riding 
of Yorkshire (Western Division Royal Artillery), 
Vet.-Lieut. W. E. Lawrence resigns his commission, 
dated January 27th, 1894. 


According to the local papers the experiment of a Civil 
Veterinary Depariment working under the Department 
of Land Recerds and Agriculture does not seem to have 
been much of a success so far in Madras at any rate. 
Vet.-Capt. Burke, the first Superintendent, who has been 
in that office for about eighteen months, is coming home 
on six months’ leave, and it is said has recorded a request 
either to be relieved on his return vr to be allowed to re- 
vert to military duty. Certainly the experiences he 
would seem to have undergone are not such as to e1- 
courage a zealous officer who has gone in fora new 
department and wishes to make it a success. Transferred 
from the Punjab, he found his way to the head-quarters 
of his new Government at Ooctacamund, only to discover 
that nobody there seemed ever to have heard of sucha 
thing as a Civil Veterinary Department. There was 
nothing to do but return to Madras, and there to discover 
that the new departnre was under the Agriculture De- 
partment of the Revenue Board. The next thing was 
to find something to do and some means of doing it. 
But this was to come into conflict with a crop of diffi 
culties. By way of getting rid of a troublesome cus 
tomer, the Madras Governineat hit upon the idea of 
sending the new Superintendent off to Poona to study 
bacteriology, with a hint he might bring back 
modified virus for anthrax and rinderpest. This ve 
posed of Vet.-Capt. Burke, but only for a time, a2 
after six months he returned, and the difficulty was T°. 
opened. Then he was directed to deliver a ang 
lectures to the students of the Agricultural parm? y 
way of occupation. This is the sort of billet in wie 
the traditional Madras official would have found ors 
self exactly suited. ‘here he might have remalD 
the end of his service, officially forgotten, except by his 
Deputy Director of Agriculture, who would receive 
correspondence, and the Accountant-General, who wo a 
pass or dispute his pay bills. This official Nirvana ie 
not, however, to the taste of the energetic yomctenn 
imagined himself called to earn his pay and alow and 
Like a good soldier, he objected to enforced bene a 
finding no encouragement vouchsafed to him 
with as much grace as possible. We may tur te 
of contrast to the practical fruits that the ee 
is showing in the Bengal Presidency. The a0 “ 
of the year at Babugarh, held under the a partmelt 
Inspector-General of the Civil Veterinary Pioneer, Was 
is just over. The class, according to The wars of the 
attended by natives from all parts of India, wore native 
Guides from Hoti Mardan, Pathans from, 
gentlemen from Calcutta and Bombay, 
ling of Englishmen, amongst whom 
quez, R.A., Major Bond, Mr. Goad, the w ister, 
chairman of the Simla Municipality, Messts. 
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Knowles, Herbert, Staines, and others. The instruction 
afforded is of a kind from which everyone may glean 
something useful. Practical demonstrations were given 
on the use of horse and mule stock in agriculture ; the 
cultivation of fodder crops such as lucerne, guinea grass, 
buffalo grass, clover, carrots; improved methods for 
raising heavier crops of douwb grass and haymaking 
furmed the subject of lectures and instruction; and 
practical advice was to be gathered as to the management 


of stallions, brood mares, and young stock—points in 
which the native practice is notoriously deficient. 


Finally for the more advanced students there was a 
lecture by Vet.-Col. Hallen on Arabs, illustrated by 


horses actually in the depét. His hints on the selection 


of sires, the manner in which the true Arab may be 
distinguished from the Gulfer and the cross-bred horse, 
and the distinctive characteristics of the various class of 


Arab were capable of conveying as much instruction to 
those who heard him as the agricultural lessons did to 
the more elementary portion of the class. Other lectures 
and demonstrations were given by the Superintendent 
and the Veterinary Overseers. “It is evident,’ The 
Pioneer remarks, “ that each of these classes—now, we 
should hope, a permanent institution—represents a ray 
of enlightenment thrown across the country on ‘the 
important subjects with which they deal, which will be- 
come more and more widely diffused with every repeti- 


tion.” 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


VETERINARY COLLEGE FOR IRELAND. 


DeputTaTIoN to THE CHIEF SECRETARY. 


On Jan. 30th an influential deputation waited upon the 
Right Hon: the Chief Secretary for the purpose of 


explaining the necessity that exists for the establishment 

of a Veterinary College for Ireland. 
The following were present :— 

ot Right Ron. C. T. Redington, C. J. Blake, Right 
v. Monsignor Molloy, Dr. C. J. N ixon, Professor Fitz- 

we F.T.C.D.; Rev. Dr. Haughton, F.T.C.D. ; -- 

rg Sir Charles Cameron, M.D.; the President of 
¢ College of Physicians, Dr. Hamilton, Dr. Kidd, Dr. 

a Meredith, R.U.I.; Dr. M’Grath, R.U.I.; Dr. 
a Stoker, Thomas Carroll, W. Field, M.P. 

thiden Right Hon. Mr. Redington introduced the depu- 
vs n, and briefly stated its objects, which had his large 

z pathy, because of the serions requirements of the 
Nutty for such an institution. 

an ofessor Fitzgerald read letters of regret for non- 

nee from Lord Powerscourt, who was strongly in 


‘cord with 
Mr. Ussher Robe 


of the object. 


Dr. ©. J Nixo 
nD 
ted for a Vete 


the movement; Lord Rathdonnell, and 


rts, who strongly urged the desirability 


|, in explaining the necessity that 
rinary College in Ireland, pointed out 


Colle large proportion of the students of Veteri- 
that sey, €ges in England and Scotland were Irishmen ; 


eral attem 
ut the establishment o 


d; that th 
foundation 


Was provid 
that Irelan 


pts had been previously made to bring 
fa Veterinary College in Ire- 
vernment had assisted largely in the 
eterinary College for England; that 
ed with three schools of veterinary 
d, with-a larger live-stock population 


t 
from the ne, Mad no such institution ; that, not alone 


of m 


48riculturi 
edical science and 


*tablishmen 
benefits on 


th 


t’s point of view, but in the interests 
medical education generally, the 


tofa Veterinary College would cunfer large 


© country : that the existence of a Veteri- 


nary School in Ireland would mean a considerable im- 
provement in the professional status of the veterinary 
practitioners of the country, who would be kept in 
touch with all improvements and advances in veterinary 
science ; that at this college experiments of a valuable 
character in connection with agriculture might be 
carried on with the care and precision necessary for such 
work, and that the agriculture of the country—unfortu- 
nately its only great industry—imperatively required the 
establishment of such an institution ; that the resources 
of the country were unequal to the emergency; that 
under the ciacumstances Ireland was obliged to ask the 
Government to help in this necessary work. 

Mr. Blake briefly described the need of veterinary 
education for Ireland, and the desirability of providing 
for young Irishmen in their own country an education 
that would be useful to themselves and to I[reland 
generally. 

Mr. Fowler stated the requirements of Ireland for a 
Veterinary College, because of the importance of the 
cattle reariug and feeding industry; pointed out the 
large number of farm live stock now in Ireland; that 
cattle farming, whether it be on grazing lands or on 
arable farms, was at present the most important branch 
of farming. This being so, our cattle required to be kept 
in health and free from diseases of a contagious or 
infectious character. 

Mr. Wm. Field, M.P., on the part of the [rish Cattle 


_| Traders’ Association spoke in favour of the project. This 


association, of which he was president, had already 
wrought considerable improvement in tie cattle industry 
of Treland. It would continue its work of progress, and 
for this matter of a Veterinary College he would say the 
Cattle ''raders’ Association would give it a sympathetic 
and if necesssary a practical support. 

The Rev. Dr. Haughton pointed out that the move- 
ment of working for a Veterinary College was not new 
to Ireland ; that several times was he himself engaged in 
agitating for this useful work ; that want of money, not 
want of will orenergy, blocked the progress of the matter ; 
that he now hoped the project wonld take a practical 
shape, and that funds would somehow be found for this 
necessary work. 

Mr. Morley, in reply, expressed his complete sympathy 

with the objects of the deputation. He was much im- 
pressed by the clear and full exposition given by 
Dr. Nixon and the practical remarks of other speakers ; 
that now, as heretofore, he desired to note the advance 
of educetion of all kinds. The present was, as members 
must know, an unfortunate time to ask for money, as he 
took it this was the object of the deputation which he 
had the pleasure to address, although with commendable 
modesty and consideration this demand was omitted 
from the scheme laid before him. The matter would be 
laid before those who were responsible for the finances 
of the country, and they might rest assured that as far 
as he could in every possible way he would endeavour to 
give practical effect to his desire to help in this matter. 
The deputation must not, however, be sanguine that 
immediate help would come. ; 
Monsignor Molloy then thanked the Chief Secretary 
for the courteous and sympathetic way in which they 
had been received, and expressed a hope that the years of 
office of the Right Hon. Mr. Morley should be marked 
by the concession of this great advantage to Ireland. 


In an editorial on the above report The Irish Times 
8 

Mr. Morley has given an encouraging answer to an 

important deputation that waited upon him in favour of 

the establishment of a Veterinary College for Ireland. 

No doubt it is not a favourable time for getting money 


from the public treasury. But severe as the strain is 
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upon the national finances, it must be acknowledged 
that the claim has peculiar urgency. It is only surpris- 
ing that the creation of such an institution where it is 
so greatly required has so long been delayed. As Dr. 
©. J. Nixon explaired, all Irish students are obliged 
now to go to England or Scotlaud to colleges there, 
where the instruction can be obtained, and the qualifica- 
tion acquired, that cannot’ be secured in this country. 
The Government assisted to found a Veterinary College 
in England, and Scotland has three schools of veterinary 
science. Ireland has a vastly larger live stock interest 
than Scotland, and our agriculturists are denied that 
benefit. There is not at this momeut a single veterinary 
practitioner who has been trained in Jreland, and for 
ireland, with a special view to Irish wants. The 
establishment of a Veterinary College, both with a view 
tu medical and veterinary science, is specially demanded 
by the wants of our farming people. The help of the 
Government is most reasonably sought, and eventually 
must be conceded. Every Irish member of Parliament 
is ready to enforce it. 

The Scheme for the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland suggests the provision of a school perfect in 
every respect, having an infirmary for sick animals, an 
operation theatre, lecture rooms, laboratories, a museum 
and library, and aclass-room forstudents. There should 
be a full and competent teaching staff, including a 
professor of anatomy, and professors of chemistry, biology 
physiology, and histology, cattle pathology, and veteri- 
nary surgery and medicine. The arrangements for its 
permanent support by fees and grants wouid require a 
careful plan, but at this moment what we have in hand 
is the task of inducing the Government to give substan - 
tial help. This there is a prospect of receiving, the 
justice of the expectation having now been formally 
admitted. Irishmen can be agreed in pressing for such 
a boon, which we place on no higher ground that we are 
entitled to what Englard and Scotland have already got. 
Mr. Morley is friendly, and his advocacy of the Irish 
College may be reckoned upon.” 


THE PURPOSE OF INFLAMMATION, 

In a lecture by Professor Treves on Peritonitis the 

following views on inflammation are expressed. 

If one may judge from the terms and expressions which 
are in common use respecting inflammation, and if 
deductions may be drawn from those ready criticisms of 
the process which are uttered without fear of scientific 
cavillings, then inflammation is still the dread thing it 
was many centuries ago, when phlegmon was a ruthless 
fetish, and when the antiphlogistic rezimen was the only 
means of propitiation. Inflammation is still referred to 
as a calamity, as a thing that is violent, as an utter evil, 
and as an ill wind that cau blow no other than ill, It is 
spoken of as “ breaking out,” and made comparable with 
a riot which lays waste a peaceful city. It is often said 
that the patient “ did well until inflammation set in,” or 
that “his progress towards recovery was cut short by a 
fatal attack of inflammation.” "The treatment which 
should be directed against this evil is commonly assumed 
to be of the same heroic type as are the drastic measures 
which may be taken to arrest the progress of fire and 
pestilence. Inflammation was represented in the litera- 
ture of the on of mankind, and 
even in the popular science of the present it i 
little of its disposition. 

This view of the inflammatory process needs to be 
amended, and a very brief survey of some examples of 
the process should quite justify such amendment. A 
man, let it be supposed, receives a lacerated wound of 


the hand in dissecting the body of a patient who has 


died of puerperal fever. He becomes thereby inoculated 
at the wounded point with what is practically a culture 
of pus-producing cocci. Now, as the human body is an 
excellent medium for the cultivation of bacteria, the 
micro-organisms begin forthwith to settle down and 
multiply. But here steps in the process of inflammation. 
Under its «gis the cells of the body rise in their millions 
against the invaders, and there takes plave at the poiut 
of the outbreak a battle which—if the account of 
Metchnikoff and others is to be accepted—is without a 
parallel in the very deadliest warfare imagined by man. 
It is by the inflammatory process that the poison is 
destruyed, and the growth of the parasite is arrested, 
But for inflammation a man who is accidentally inocula- 
ted with a septic micro-organism becomes at once little 
more than a test tube, prepared for the favourable 
development and culture of the particular coccus or 
bacterium. In malignant pustule can be well seen the 
desperate struggle which takes place in the tissue between 
the invading bacillus and the aroused and active cells of 
the body. This conflict is a representation of the 
inflammatory process, and the beneficent purpuse of the 
change is splendidly obvious. But for this inflammation. 
which has been so much condemned, a human being may 
be regarded as an organism not far raised above the 
level of a peculiarly shaped mass of intelligent agar- 
agar. 
7 a case of tuberculous phthisis it is generally assumed 
that a destructive inflammation of the lung is the chief 
cause leading to the patieut’s death. It is not the 
inflammation which is to blame, but the bacillus which 
has caused it. How long it would take for the non- 
resisting lang to become wholly occupied by this par- 
ticular bacterium it is impossible to say, but it is safe to 
assert that the inflammation of the lung prolongs the 
infected man’s life, and that his prospects of improve- 
ment and recovery depend almost wholly upon it. How 
many lives and limbs have been saved for a reasonable 
spar. by that process ia a joint called tuberculous disease 
—a process which after many centuries of unjust ignom- 
iny, is now servilely imitated by the surgeon in 4 
operation of arthrectomy! In the familiar “ or 
swelling ” is represented the often successful attempt 0 
the organism to rid itself of the tubercle bacillus by 
means of the inflammatory process. In this, as in — 
invasions, the enemy is ae RY without loss, but 1 
is the loss of a part as aga{nst the loss of the whole. 
The philanthropic busybody who, after contemplating 
the death roll ascribed to inflammations of the lung au ' 
brain aud kidney, could succeed in ridding the —_* 
the process of inflammation, would see a result W be 
hardly a pessimist could regard as kindly. It may " 
assumed that within a month or so of the dipper 
of inflammation from the orga of the body 
human race would become extinct. i 
inflammation is distinctly not a malignant enemy 
working only for evil; it is a process with a ~ 
and that a beneficent one. Its object 1s ep om 
its end is shown by the freeing of the gers fo well 
organisms which lead to death, and upon which 1 A its 
be bestowed the anathemas lavished on what 18, 
primary purpose, a curative process. 
That inflammation may be excessive 
cases, that it may be attended by certain - 
that it may fail to some degree in its purpose, flammation 
facts. It is also clear that the process of be te 2 
may be assisted and modified by treatmen thot? 
it be in the direction of removing from the aenintained 
irritants which have not only caused but —" objec 
the inflamed state. Treatment having for } tampi 
orous stamp” 
abrupt arrest of inflammation and the vig trended Wi 
out of its manifestations has not been 4 
conspicuous success. 


What has been said of inflammation in gene™ PE 
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equally to inflammation within the great serous cavity 
ofthe abdomen. Peritoneal inflammation is not a pur- 

less calamity ; that which has caused it is the thing 
which is wholly ill. - It is by the process of inflammation 
that the advance of certain deadly irritants, which have 
gained access to the cavity, can be arrested. The pur- 

of peritonitis is towards the saving of life, and not 
towards the destruction of it. What is seen within the 
abdomen at the necropsy on a case of peritonitis re- 
presents the results of an attempt on the part of the 
organism to avert a too potent cause of death. It does 
not represent, as is too commonly assumed, the reckless 
and fanatical destruction wrought by a wholly evil-tend- 
ing process. 


THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 


At the Council Meeting of the Royal Agricultural 
Society England, held on Wednesday, a discussion arose 
on the report of the Veterinary Committee :— 

Mr. Dent-Dent said he desired to say a few words 
with reference to the reports as to the contagious diseases 
of animals which they had been accustomed to receive 
regularly from the Board of Agriculture through Pro- 
fessor Brown. The veterinary committee of the council 
were indebted to Professor Brown for the great care 
which he had always exhibited in connexion with these 
reports, and the kindly relations which had always 
existed between the committee and the veterinary de- 
partment was a source of great satifaction. He had only 
to say on the part of the committee, and he was sure on 
the part of the council, that they sincerely trusted that a 
gentleman of equal professional eminence, and with the 
same kindly and judicious manner as had characterized 
Professor Brown would be appointed to the vacancy. 

The Duke of RicuMonp and Gorpon said that, being 
deeply concerned in the welfare of agriculture, he took the 
very greatest interest in the Veterinary Department of the 
Board of Agriculture, partly, perhaps, because he had 

the satisfaction of placing that department upon its 
a footing when he,was Lord President of the Privy 
onncil about the year 1875 or 1876. And having ap- 
mene Professor Brown, Mr. Cope, and Mr. Duguid to 
cir present offices, he should like to take that public 
°pportunity of expressing his thanks to those three 
geutlemen for the very admirable manner in which they 
carried out the duties of the department. The 

‘griculturists of the country were deeply indebted to 

- Those duties had been carried out in a remarkably 
in — eager manner, and he should be very sorry if, 
the Yd nge which took place, the administration of 

on neat should be varied from that which had 

mea long. Mainly owing to the exertions of that 
i eat ern and of those who had been at the head of 
th had been stamped out, pleuro-pneumonia 
omy — just heard in the report of the Veterinary 
al ) no longer existed in this country, and 
mouth disease had been entirely eradicated, 


Ch 

— at seemed to him that it was absolutely 

inne to b t the Veterinary Department should con- 
© officered in the same manner as in the past. 


culture connection with the Board of Agri- 


left ng ceased, the Veterinary Department was 
two gentlemen, both in their 
ing of ie Cope and Mr. Duguid, who were now 
—the work whieh to do—he felt sure couscientiously 
plague j ich had formerly been done by three. The 
ture of in 1877 was stamped out with an expendi- 
tablished on is. the Veterinary Department had been 
idemie present footing. In the previous 


the stamping out process had cost some millions of 
money. It was not, therefore, a very exaggerated state- 
ment to make that as a consequence of the Veterinary 
Department being equal to the task of dealing with thege 
terrible diseases the country had been a great gainer 
from a monetary point of view. He asked whether that 
was the time when the Veterinary Department ought to 
be weakened. On the coutrary, he thought it ought to 
be strengthened. They knew at that moment, from the 
public prints and from the report of the Veterinary 
Committee, that there was a considerable amount of 
swine fever in the country, and that a praiseworthy 
attempt was being made by the Board of Agriculture to 
get rid of that disease. It was also well known that, in 
order to arrive at a conclusion as to the best means of 
eradicating swine fever, an enormous quantity of post- 
mortem examinations were necessary. He therefore 
ventured to suggest that this was not the time when 
he Veterinary Department should be weakened. (Hear 
ear.) 


Liability for alleged incorrect Notification 


Medicus writes to The British Medical Journal asking : 
“Tf a medical man notifies a case, say, of small-pox, and it 
is returned from the —— as “not small-pox,” can 
the patient or his friends legally claim compensation for 
the tronble and any expense they may have incurred by 
the removal of the patient ?”’ 

The reply of the Editor is as follows, and it will be 
well to bear this in mind in anticipation of the time 
when veterinarians are required by law to notify all 
contagious diseases. 

“ Although we are not aware of any authority directly in 
point, we are advised that it is probable that a claim for 
compensation for trouble and expense incurred could be 
successfully maintained, and that it would be desirable 
to come to some arrangement with the parties if a 
reasonable sum representing the actual loss of time and 
expense were named. Of course we assume that the in- 
correctness of the notification could be duly established.” 


Notes. 
Proressor (late of the Royal Veterinary 
la, Lower Sloane Street, Sloane Square, 8.W., an 
Stonebridge Park, Willesden. 


Tue Roya AGRICULTURAL Society oF ENGLAND has 
decided to conduct an inquiry into the subject of abor 

tion in cattle. 1t was also decided at the Council meeting to 
hold the show in 1895 at Darlington, a place which has 
many historic associations connected with the early im- 


CORRESPONDENCE 


SWINE FEVER REGULATIONS. 


SIR 

In the article which appeared in last week’s Record a 
very serious omission in the last Order is pointed out, 
but I think I am right in saying that this has been dis- 
covered by the Board and will be rectified. The writer 
of the article asked if this omission was “assented to by 
the veterinary officers.” I think I can show that it was 
not, and that it must therefore have been the work of 
the political element in the department. 

Before action was taken against swine fever a Depart- 
mental Committee inquired into the whole question, and 


when the department was less highly organised, 


their report is published. From it I find that the first 
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witness called—Professor Duguid—pointed out the 
value of restricting movement and referred to the effect 
of foot-and-mouth disease regulations in reducing swine- 
fever. Mr. Carrington Smith, one of the members of 
the Committee, stated that in his county this effect was 
very marked and had been specially noted by the Chief 
Superintendent of Police. Mr. Chas. Howard, chairman 
of the Bedford County Council, said he thought “ the 
principle cause of the disease not being stamped out was 
the facility of movement,” and that restrictions tend to 
the limitation of the disease. 

Prof. Walley very distinctly said “I would put under 
restrictions every animal within a quarter of a mile of an 
infected place.” 

Mr. C. Cunningham said he regarded “ of very great 
importance too, certain judicious restrictions on move- 
ment.”’ 

Mr. Matthew Hedley thought that “infected areas ” 
should be very small, as large ones might include fairs 
and markets and thus cause friction. 

Mr. David Prentice, another Irish veterinary witness, 
also seemed strangely afraid of large “infected areas” 
and thought they need not be so large as in the case of 
pleuro-pneumonia “because swine do not, as a rule, 
travel the land over like cattle do.” He apparently over- 
looked their being carried. 

Professor Axe said “You must restrict movement 
whenever the disease prevails.”’ 

Mr. Clement Stephenson said “That is the most 
important thing of all, to begin with, restriction on 
movement.” 

From this it is evident the Board of Agriculture were 
well informed as to the necessity of restricting move- 
ment of swine in infected areas. They were also in- 
formed by many witnesses of the extremely active viru- 
lence of the disease, how it infected places, and how 
difficult it was to thoroughly disinfect. The old Order 
of 1886 required that a period of 28 days should elapse 
after the slaughter of infected swine before any fresh 
pigs were allowed to be introduced. The authorities 
overlooked al) this, and in the 1893 Order revoked this 
provision of the 1886 Order, and have permitted swine 
to enter infected premises only a few days after the 
diseased pigs were cleared out. The travelling inspec- 
tors, to whom the outbreaks are now entrusted, probably 
think swine-fever is like pleuro-pnuemonia, and that the 
place is safe when the diseased animals are gone. This 
will have to be altered, as will a good many more of the 
regulations before much impression is made on this 
disease. 

In conclusion | should like also to notice the delay 
which is caused by sending lungs to Londou and then 
waiting for the travelling iaspector. During this delay 
many pigs may die and the place and attendants thus 
become well saturated with the infective virus. 

A Locat Inspector. 


RE INSPECTING FOR BOARD OF 
AGRICULTURE. 
Sir, 

If the remarks of Country Inspector are true 
surely the Board shows a great want of professional 
etiquette, and many practitioners will suffer pecuniarily 
from their action ; and I do hope that the veterinary 
department of the board is not responsible for this 
unprofessional act. What with ex-professors lecturing 
and prescribing in the country, the pamphlets issued by 
the board, the veterinary columns in most newspapers, 
and the registered farriers, I am not surprised at my 
brother to have the 
inspectorshi en from them for no faul their 
kind friends in town. ow 

Country Practitioner. 


Srr, 
In reply to Mr. Emery’s letter, in your last issue, I am 
afraid no other conclusion can be formed, than that Mr, 
Emery has not for some time past had anything what. 
ever todo with swine-fever inspections, either for 4 
local authority or for Board of Agriculture. If he had,] 
think he would be far better acquainted with thos 
matters than his letter represents him to be, and as he 
has seen fit to take up his pen to reply to mine of the 
27th ult. I hope he will endeavour to excuse me asking 
him to obtain and read the Board’s orders, re outbreaks 
being reported, etc. He will in that Order see that the 
owner of pig is ordered to report case to constable and 
that the constable, not the veterinary surgeon, has to 
report same to Board of Agriculture, the Board then 
send to any veterinary surgeon they choose to go and 
make inspection and send viscera to London for the 
opinion of the London authorities. 

I did not, as Mr. Emery states, assign a want of pro- 
fessional etiquette to, or blame the Board, but said plainly 
that the Board apparently did not appreciate profess- 


ional etiquette in carryiug out these duties, as they -| 


found it interfered with their plans. I mentioned this 
in order to deter others from doing as I had (innocently) 
done, but through which I lost the work of the Board, 
at any rate up to the present time. 

I must say I agree with the opinion expressed by 
* Another Country Inspector” in your last issue, viz., 
that the Board should be furnished with a list of all 
local authority inspectors and their districts, and employ 
them as far as practicable in their own districts, or the 
police could send name of inspector of particular district 


when sending report. 
Country InsPEcTor. 


Sir, 
Reading the report of the Quarterly Meeting of 
Council, and also the letters in the current issue of The 
Veterinary Record ; I was much struck by the ignorance 
of some gentlemen who assumed as a matter of course 
that the local veterinary inspector was first of all 
acquainted with disease existiug on premises. 1 may 
say that in my case although I am an Inspector appolt 
by the West Riding, that since the Swine-fever Act came 
into operation, and I had a copy forwarded to me by the 
Board of Agriculture, I have not had a single cas 
notified to me, although cases have occurred in the same 
town within a stone’s thfw of my residence. All the 
business that should have been done by myself has cow 
done by the superintendent of Police (not 4 quali f 
person in my opinion) although in the interpretation 0 
the act it says inspector includes veterinary Inspector 
This is rather a serious matter for country practitioner, 
for where I used to obtain some remuneration from ml 
appointment, now I get none. Another drawback ‘ 
point raised by another country Inspector, and - 
the losing of status in their respective districts. < 
been asked by many of my clients the reason I bog es 
acting as luspector as they expected me to do, the N rs 
answer I am able to make is, the workings of yn it, 
in different hands now, and I have to grin ant my 
as well as the introduction of other practitioners ho 
district. In my case they have all been takea, tors fot 
borders of my practice to act as inspe? 

is Act.—Yours faithfully, Live axp Ler Lave 


Several communications are unavoidably held 0 __ 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS REC bday: 
J. Roalfe Cox, John Blakeway, F. H. 
R. Over, J. W. Western, Practitionel,” 
G. Walley, ‘ Live and let live,” “ Horse,” 
Country Inspector,” Misunde: (Wolver: 


‘“‘ The Irish Times,” ‘‘ Express & Star 
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